INTERIM MINISTER’S COLUMN: Rev. Bert Marshall

Signs & Sacred Seasons

“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and they will be for signs and for sa-
cred seasons, and for days and years.” [Genesis 1:14]

I've been reflecting and preaching on Genesis
lately — the early chapters. When you finally once
and for all shake any residual inkling of an idea that |g
Genesis is historically accurate, or even historical at
all in any modern sense, then you allow the enor-
mous depth and poetic power of the book’s Crea-
tion stories to come to life. The verse quoted above
is the opening of the fourth day of God'’s creating
activity but you'll remember that God has already
created light on the first day! Having created the
idea of “light” and bringing it into being, God now
creates particular lights to be for signs and seasons,
for days and years: lights to mark the changing of
the seasons by their positions and their movements. Sunrise and sunset. Moon phases. Equinox and sol-
stice. Winter, spring, summer, and fall — each with its own textures of light and lights. When you look at
the sky this time of year, sometimes you can almost see the textures of summer moving as waves across a
hot shimmering blue background. Certain skies in autumn have a distinct texture of light and touch, as
well as extrasensory qualities that are not easily described or explained. The steely blue-grey winter sky
is like no other time of year. You simply know that the Earth is changing, and with it your life changes
and moves, awakens and sleeps.

When I read these words in Genesis, I hear very little that seems static or fixed. Ihear and see and feel
great swells of movement and change, a newness brought into being for the purpose of becoming some-
thing more. I imagine a great swirling mass of matter and energy, color and heat, wind and ice, water
and land, the myriad creatures swarming and crawling and rising up out of the oceans and forests and
rivers and plains. All of it — everything — growing and stretching and pulsating with life.

Genesis is neither science nor history. It is an astonishing meditation on the origins of life and on the
human condition. That is one of the reasons we call it a sacred text. AsIread it and meditate on it, I con-
jure up images in which the forces of evolution and change — so apparent in nature, language, and
- | thought — somehow converge with the timeless cycles of signs and seasons. The sequences of signs and
seasons provide the ground on which humanity stretches and grows and evolves into whatever it is we
are destined to become.

The church is a good illustration of this. Our church has journeyed through many seasons in its life-
time but each one is unique. Each one has a distinct texture and temperature. Every year, hopefully, you
try to look with faith and hope toward new possibilities and opportunities. These are the rhythms of con-
gregational life, all of which come together especially in the signs and seasons of worship: changing and
changeless throughout the church year. The rhythms of Creation reverberate in the rhythms of worship.
In fact, the first chapter of Genesis may have been used in the liturgy and worship of ancient Israel, per-
haps even written for that purpose.




Your church awaits you in every season — our
church, Christ’s church. Come and be with us in
this season of changing light and lights, this sea-
son of heat and extraordinary grace. Sabbath is at
the heart of who we are and whose we are. It's the
foundation upon which everything else in the
church is built. Itis where we encounter together
the signs and sacred seasons of our faith, where
we can experience the awe and wonder of the im-
ponderable universe in which we live and its
Maker. And it is where that unfathomable mys-
tery becomes the bread and wine of our existence,
the substance of our being, the sacrament of life,
and a call to discipleship that echoes down
through the centuries from the genesis of every-
thing.

-- Rev. Bert

igﬁf'ww

BOARD of DEACONS

DEACON'S DOINGS

The Deacons are happy to report that the PLEDGE
PLUS program is off and running!!! We are very
excited about a new way to help our church.

Village Harmony will be gracing our sanctuary
with their beautiful voices. The tiny Deacon com-
mittee will be helping with feeding this group of 23
youth and 3 adults. If anyone would like to help us
we would welcome the help to feed everyone. Plus
it's a real treat to hear them sing on July 14th.

A special thank you to our newest Deacon, Heidi
Mario, for the beautiful Banner in the Sanctuary. It
is so special that we are leaving it up until July.
Many, many thanks Heidi.

Wendy Randall is the July Deacon of the Month.

Happy Summer Everyone!

Carlene McCarty, Chair

The Centre Church Fundraising Committee
Announces Its ANNUAL ALTERNATIVE
WELCOME CENTER EVENT:

Dear Friends, Since we were not awarded an ac-
tual date for the Welcome Center, we are asking
for monetary dona-
tions equal to or
greater than the food
or time you would
have donated to this [
Church wide event.
Checks or cash can
be sent to the church, or put in with the weekly
offering. However . . . please mark them for the
Welcome Center Event. Thank you for supporting
this alternative to being at the Welcome Center.
The Church is counting on your donations for this
important fundraiser. Thank you!
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UCC NEWS from Pam Lucas, Associate Conference
Minister, Vermont Conference, UCC:

' Dana Mann was a Student in Care of
; Centre Church and was ordained

~ here. Now pastor at First Congrega-
“| tional UCC in Mankato, Minnesota,

| she recently received the 2017

" Leysath Award, “given annually to a
person who lifts up the role of women in ministry,
provides new life in church and community, and
continues to grow through further education.” She
wrote to Pam, “I wanted to share the news with you
as you were there in my beginnings, and my
thoughts drifted to your doorstep!” Here is part of
what Dana wrote about receiving her award:

“In retrospect it all makes sense, this movement from
body to mind to spirit, but like most journeys, it was curi-
ous to say the least. The common thread was the need to
know more about how we live with limits and possibility,
between what is and what can be. As a dancer wanting to
leap, I had to figure out a way to negotiate with gravity,
which took years of learning how to be in relationship
with it, and just as many to cultivate the trust of letting the
breath carry me beyond my control.

My doctoral research led me to prison, literally, where life
was encased in concrete; where I worked with “lifers”
who were also poets; where my heart broke and my under-
standing deepened about how hope has the power to fly
through censorship and transcend barriers and move peo-
ple on both sides of the wall. These days, in the church,
it’s been tenderly said of me that I'm willing to stand on
my head to facilitate honest dialogue. There, experience
tells me, mercy and grace are embodied, that we can live
faithfully in the now-and-not-yet.”

BOARD FOR MISSION & SERVICE

BRATTLEBORO CENTRE ror CHILDREN

It gets very hot and sunny on the playground
during morning recesses in the summer. We have
access to a donation of a canopy with a tubular
frame (like a fair stand booth). When we get a
tarp the right size for its "roof," we would really
appreciate some help in securing it to the fence
over the sandbox corner, and helping us with at-
taching the roof as well. Please call Nan in the
BCC office (254-0300) to let us know if you can
help us install it so our children can have some
shaded areas on both sides of the playground.
Thank you so much! ~Nan Mann

The Second Sunday Offering for July will be Part-
ners In Service, also known as PINS, which is a
statewide program linking churches with local
divisions of the Department of Children and
Families (DCF). Lisa Keller initiated the Brattle-
boro partnership, many years ago now. At one
time there was a formal state-funded program
with a staff person acting as a liaison between the
various churches and offices, but after funding
was cut several years ago, many churches, includ-
ing Centre Church, chose to remain involved due
to the continuing needs.

The main thing we have done each year is to raise
and give money, to assist DCF staff with needed
supplies for their work with foster children.
Sometimes, DCF has to quickly remove a child
from a bad situation with only the clothes on his
or her back. Our donations go toward car seats,
diapers, formula, and other items that would help
to clothe or comfort a child and ensure safe trans-
port. Occasionally, we have also collected school
supplies, baby kits, and other items.

Our main collection will be Sunday, July 9, in
which all non-pledge offerings not designated oth-
erwise will go to PINS. If you miss this opportu-
nity, you can still give on the other July Sundays;
just mark PINS clearly on your check and/or enve-
lope. On July 9, during Lemonade On The Lawn,
there will also be an opportunity to sign Thank
You cards to the local DCF staff for all their hard
work and caring.

July Lectionary Texts:
2 Gen 22:1-14ePs 13 or Jer 28:5-9e
Ps 89:1-4,15-18eRom 6:12-23eMatt 10:40-42
9 Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67Ps 45:10-17 or Song of
Sol 2:8-13 or Zech 9:9-12e2 Ps 145:8-14eRom
7:15-25aeMatt 11:16-19, 25-30
16 Gen 25:19-34ePs 119:105-112 or Isa 55:10-13ePs
65:(1-8), 9-13eRom 8:1-11eMatt 13:1-9, 18-23
23 Gen 28:10-19aePs 139:1-12, 23-24 or Wisd of Sol
12:13, 16-19 or Isa 44:6-8ePs 86:11-17eRom 8:12-
25eMatt 13:24-30, 36-43
30 Gen 29:15-28ePs 105:1-11, 45b or 1 Kings 3:5-12 e
Ps 128 or Ps 119:129-136eRom 8:26-39eMatt
13:31-33, 44-52




All Church Picnic 2017 Plus—-—--—--

The skies were blue, the temperature hot, and a perfect Sunday for the
annual picnic. There was shade under the Kiwanis Shelter, and sun for
those who wanted to sit on the deck. Many of you have already seen
the pictures Gisela Robeck posted on Facebook (some included here).
Aidan Kindopp counted 47 adults and 9 children at the picnic. It was
special to see Bev and Don Webster there.

Darrel Daley, Steve Fecto and James Cera were the grill masters again
this year. Anne Doesburg, Terry Briggs, Carolyn Smith, Darrel and
Marion Daley arrived early to get the place set up. We battened down those table cloths with clips so that
o js i we wouldn’t have the problem of last year of the covers blowing in
' ‘ X S 4 the strong wind. The supplies were provided by Member Care. Flor-
e | ence Storey is one of the chief shoppers for picnic needs. And picnic
B || goers covered the serving table with delicious salads and yummy
| desserts with many of those desserts being in-season fruit. Bob Kel-
ler offered a prayer of thanksgiving for this church and the food we
were going to enjoy together.

We appreciate all the members who have hosted coffee hour from
last September through June. It continues to be a valuable time fol-
lowing our morning worship. Early in our marriage Darrel and I
belonged to the 1st Presbyterian Church in San Diego, CA. There
were 4,000 members and they had coffee hours
in between the three services. Fifty-eight years later I can’t remember how the coffee
hour was managed!

Summer Sundays at Centre Church means lemonade and iced tea become the bever-
ages served up at our Fellowship Time after church service. Sometimes this might be
on the lawn, but most of the Sundays we will be serving it up in the Fireside Parlor. :
We try to cover most of the Sundays with our small membership, but always welcome %=
some extra hosts. Call me at 387-5822. ~Marion Daley

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Crea-
tor mth certaln inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 1776

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others.” Nelson Mandela, 1998

VILLAGE HARMONY
July 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Centre Congregational Church

| Centre Church welcomes back Village Harmony, an
| exciting group of teen singers from New England, Teen
Ensemble II, led by Avery Book, Gideon Crevoshay,
v‘ and Heidi Wilson. Songs of struggle and community,
|| American Gospel and Shape-Note, Georgian and Cor-
sican Songs, and original spiritual songs.
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| CHURCH LIFE

Everyone 1s invited to the
MOMENT for PEACE
Friday, July 7¢5:30-6:00PM
Centre Church Parlor

This month Diana Moore will share selected read-
ings from her most recent book, Blessings for a
Changing World, a timely blend of inspiration, affir-
mation and prayer that is a balm for those who feel
challenged by stress, worry and fear of the future.
Diana is an interfaith minister and author. She cur-
rently works with a hospice organization and lives
in northeastern Vermont.

JULY 7TH, FRIDAY, 6:00 p.m.
SUMMER FARM SUPPER
featuring salads, corn on the cob, and strawberry
shortcake. Adults $10; children ages 5 - 12, $5; un-
der age 5, free. Eat in Memorial Hall, or on the
lawn. Sponsored by the Fundraising Committee

and Mission & Service.

BROWN BAG LUNCH GROUP Aftera W
=]

brief discussion, it was decided that the
happy munchers will meet through the sum-
mer, so the next meeting will be Wednesday
noon, July 5. Just bring your own sandwich and your
friendliness to share. Lemonade will be provided.

SUMMER UNION SERVICES
at our BRATTLEBORO AREA CHURCHES
July 30 - Dummerston Congregational Church
August 27 - Centre Congregational Church

A reminder to all that worship for all
four congregations on those Sundays
4 takes place at the host church! More
8 dctails to come as they are made
available.

Friends,

The next CHURCH POTLUCK is in Plainfield, MA,
and you're invited! Please come join us at 70 S. Cen-
tral St (01070) on Sunday, July 16, from 2 - 6. We'll
provide hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, basic condi-
ments. The pots/bags/boxes-of-luck you bring will
round out our afternoon meal together! We've got a
stack of real plates and a drawer of utensils, but if you
bring your own [T i g
place setting (real \
or paper) that will
be a big help. If
you've got a fa-
vorite portable
chair, that would |2
be good, too! : { &
We'll have iced tea and lemonade—BYOB (to share?).
The Mapquest directions are simple and accurate.

See you then! ~Kare & Rev. Bert
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WOMEN'’S SPIRIT . ..

The group is continuing with the book GOD IS NOT
ONE, a study of the three rival religions that run the
world. The group was surprised at how much there
was to learn about Christianity and
is forging on through Confucianism
and Hinduism with four more relig- |
ions to follow this. Everyone is wel-
come in the library each Thursday
at 4:30. You do not need to own the
book to attend.

ORDER This Jewel on Main Street

The history of Centre Congregational Church, pub-
lished for our bicentennial year, is still available for
purchase from the office or during coffee hour fol-
lowing Sunday services.

For those who do not intend to be in the area and
wish to buy a copy of this remarkable book, you
may purchase it by sending a check for $20.00 made
out to Centre Church. This covers the $15.00 book
and shipping. Please send your orders to:

Marion Daley
PO Box 445
Putney VT 05346

Dot Vander Meulen will be happy to autograph
the book before it is packed and mailed to you.




Centre Church welcomed two new members in June:

EPEOPLE

From Bonnie Girvan, who joined on June 11:I de-
voted my life to beauty and truth through garden-
= ing, dancing and spiritual

practice. "Birdsong brings re-
.| lief to my longing. I am just as
- | ecstatic as they but with noth-
ing to say! Please universal
soul, practice some song, or

'/I

something, through me!

April Harkness was baptized and joined the
church on June 18. She shared the following about
her path to Centre:

My family moved to Bratteboro in 1977 and I at-
tended local schools until heading off to college in
Bellingham, WA. After living in WA, SC, and FL
and AK (very briefly), I finally settled back in VT
to raise my daughter, Casey, and see her graduate
from Brattleboro Union High School 2 years ago
and go on to attend college herself in Stockton,
CA. I currently work in the Upper Valley and live
in Hartland, VT, with my 11-year old yellow lab,
Chance, but come to see my mother, brother and
nieces, Emma and Alex , almost every Sunday and
to attend Centre Congregational. It's one of the
highlights of my week! I'm honored to become the
latest member of this welcoming community.

The Bake Sale at the Strolling of the Heifers Pa-
rade was a big success because the parents of the
Centre for Children donated lots of goodies, Nan
Mann manned the cash box, Karen and Tiffany
served at her side, and Church members donated
oatmeal raisin cookies, pumpkin chocolate chip
coffee cake, blueberry loaf, brownies and maple
walnut biscotti. Thanks to all for your support!
~Anne Doesburg

/ A word of good cheer would be warmly received
( Y by members and friends of our church who are in

nursing homes, assisted living centers, or are

housebound as of June 27.
DON WEBSTER
50 Highlawn Road
Brattleboro, VT 05301  257-1434
JEANNE RUETER

Thompson House, 80 Maple St.,

Brattleboro, VI 05301 254-4977
NANCY CLARKE

Holton Home, 158 Western Ave.,

Brattleboro, VT 05301 254-5005
WANDA GODFREY

Vernon Hall, 13 Greenway Dr.,

Vernon, VT 05354 254-2444
PHYLLIS HICKOK

1520 Little Blue Stem Ct.

Ames, IA 50014 (515)292-9196
ROBERT & JANE REED
461 Grafton Rd., #201

Townshend, VT 05353

KAREN GETTY PETER
Langdon Place, 136 Arch Street, Room 152
Keene, NH 03431  (603)357-3902

Please let Hilary know if we've missed someone.

(802)221-4213

cloud
waste of time."

]ohn Lubbock, IheUse O l.gfe
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| A Party for Virginia Knuebel: Several
| from the Member Care Board were
joined by many people from our
church family and special friends of
Virginia for a lovely afternoon sit-
down- party. There were garden flowers decorating
the table covered with food that guests had brought to
share. Friends from as far away as Alaska and Tennes-
see were there to wish Virginia well at this time in her
life when she is under Hos-
pice Care. I sat at a table with “\ ‘I I ' '
i l ﬁ
Virginia was teaching Eng- !
lish in China and Taiwan

a woman who had been with !.u
(Chung Yuan Christian University, pictured above)

Virginia in the 1980s when 4* =

It was a wonderful way to honor and visit with Virginia,
who has been an active member of this church for several
years. She sings in the choir, performs on the flute,
served on Mission and Service and our Member Care
Board. ~Marion Daley




JULY 2017 —

1
2 3 4 5 6 T 8
9% Book Study 4% Prayer Shaw! | *Office Closed 12% Brown Bag Lunch| - 1% Quiitting Minis 1130 Loaves & Fishes
10% Worship* 7% AA Meeting 5% Search Commitiee| 4% \Women's Spiri 5% Moment for Peace
10% AA Meeting 6% Farm Table Supper
6% AA Meeting 7% AAMeeting
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9 Book Studlx 4% Prayer Shawl| 11% Loaves & Fishes 1% Quiing Minis 12% Centre Bells
10% WorshipfFi 70 AADistrict 8 | 5% Search Commiiee 4% Women's Spiri deadiine
10% AA Meeting 6% Meeting Night 11% Loaves & Fishes
6% AA Meeting 7% AA Meeting 7% Vilage Harmony
730 AA Mesting
16 17 18 19 20 21 |22
900 Book Stud& 4% Prayer Shawl | 11% Loaves & Fishes | 12% BAll 1% Quilting Minis! 11% Loaves & Fishes
10% Worship/Fi 5% Search Commitiee 4% Women's Spi 200 BA|l/Charter for
10% AA Meeting 7% AA Meeting Compassion
6% AA Meeting 7% AA Meeting
4 Stud 4 7 26 27130 Quitting Mi 2gﬂi Closed =
900 Book Stu .Bert 110 Fishes |Centre Bells mailed uitting Mini *Office
TNOSIER  vacremiromed 30 Sa iy [ ooweBelsmaled | b iometis Spit | 119 Loaves & Fishes | reat ()
100AAMeeting | 4% Prayer Shaw | 6% Church Council 7% Retreat iP)
60 AA Meetmg wg) Spifuid Conversa- | 7% AA Meeting 7% AAMeeting
30 K|
10% Union Service: | 4% Prayer Shawt
Dummerston
10% AA Meeting
19 Retreat (P)
6% AA Meeting
ANNIVERSARIES

11 Jack & Mary Ellen Bixby |

14 John & Sheila Pinkney
30 Bill & Carlene McCarty

BIRTHDAYS
II\DEPENDENCE 3 Anne Fecto

A Ralph Melroy
Darlene LaPlante

5
7 Dwight Henry
9

/ 3

Jeffrey Meyer
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19 Dee Keller
24 Susan Gray
26 Bob Pu

Lisa Vose
“Those who won our independence 27 Bheila B 2

Florence Storey
14 Jane Reed
16 Dennis Newman
believed liberty to be the secret of hap- 29 Allen Myr_le
piness and courage to be the secret of Seth Marcil
liberty.” ~Louis D. Brandeis




CENTRE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
193 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301

Office Hours: M - F: 8:30am—12:30pm
Church Office: (802) 254-4730 / centrechurch@centrechurchvt.org
Website: www.centrechurchvt.org
Facebook: Centre Congregational Church-Brattleboro, VT

CHURCH STAFF AND LEADERSHIP

Interim Minister Rev. Bert Marshall: revbert@centrechurchvt.org
Music Director Mary Milkey-May: music@centrechurchvt.org
Administrative Assistant Hilary Farquhar: hilary@centrechurchvt.org
Sextons Gary and Paul Smith

Financial Secretary Christine Yost: finance@centrechurchvt.org
Council Chair Matt Kennedy

Treasurer / Clerk Holly Kennedy / Constance Bresnahan
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