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 This past weekend we witnessed through our televisions, newspapers, and 

podcasts the devasta6on wrought in Florida by hurricane Ian. Some of us have 

property, or even family, in Florida. Therefore, we may have even received first-

hand reports of destruc6on caused by wind and water.  Especially on the west 1

coast of Florida and any por6on of the state that got caught in certain sec6ons of 

the eyewall for several hours, I saw terrific images of houses leveled and trees 

uprooted and felled. It requires a terrific force to uproot a tree. 

 We hope for the best for Clyde Johnson, Roger and Judi Miller, Mary Ann Donovan, Janis and Byron Dey, and 1

Kristen and Rich Schellhase (my sister’s family).



 Uproo6ng a tree is the subject of the first two verses of our scripture 

reading (vs 5-6). ATer the disciples asked Jesus for ‘more faith’, Jesus replied that 

even if they had a liVle, it will go a long way. Jesus’ men6on of a mustard seed and 

of a mulberry tree is emblema6c. Those of you who are cooks know that a 

mustard seed is very 6ny. More of us are unfamiliar with mulberry trees. 

 

1889 Mulberry Tree by Vincent Van Gogh 

 Never mind that no one really wants to replant a mulberry tree in the ocean 

as the text very bizarrely states (vs 6).  Some scholars speculate that this crazy 2

statement aVributed to Jesus is just one of those cases when one author (the 

author of Luke) mixes-up two stories or sayings from different sources. The author 

 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 2

planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.



of Luke perhaps conflated one story from Mark (10:23) and one from MaVhew 

(21:21).  No maVer. The point is that uproo6ng a tree is no easy feat. 3

The well-known homile6cs teacher, Don Sunukjian, once taught that “In 

Jesus’ culture, to uproot a mulberry tree was prac6cally impossible. The mulberry 

tree was a good-sized tree, upwards of thirty-five feet, three stories high. More 

importantly, it had roots like no other tree, spreading forty feet in all direc6ons. 

[…] The roots of a mulberry tree were so extensive and so powerfully entrenched 

that, according to the rabbis, they would stay in the earth for six-hundred years. 

To uproot a mulberry tree was a seemingly impossible thing.”  4

The simple lesson Jesus taught here is that a liVle faith goes a long way. For 

me, what is important about faith, even if it is just a liVle bit, is that it inspires. 

And inspira6on feeds. It fuels. It encourages. So, faith can and does grow in 6me 

to become inexhaus6ble and when inspira6on and strength are inexhaus6ble, 

massive accomplishments are achieved.  

I give thanks to God for our Long-Range Planning Team who have worked 

for over a year and half to help discern paths forward for our church that you the 

members can deliberate and decide upon so that the ministry of Jesus Christ 

 I. Howard Marshall, Commentary on Luke: New Interna5onal Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: 3
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con6nues faithfully and efficiently for decades and centuries to come. I have no 

doubt that due to the faith of the Long-Range Planning Team, our church will be 

inspired to implement exci6ng plans for its future. 

The second por6on of our scripture (vss 7-10) is as peculiar as the first 

because most commentaries 6tle it “The Parable of the Unprofitable Servant”. In 

my opinion, this ‘parable’ is not really a parable. If it is, it is sort of half-baked.  5

Last but not least, I can’t figure out what is ‘unprofitable’ about the servant. No 

maVer. 

Rather than ‘unprofitability’, I understand the example Jesus gave about the 

servant who served his master was about ‘humility’. Jesus essen6ally advised the 

disciples to not seek reward, posi6on, or privileges (and therefore access to 

heaven?) from God for merely doing that which they should do. It is a story that 

advises us, the readers, to not be self-righteous merely because we do the right 

thing. We do the right thing because it is right; we ought not do right in order to 

receive a reward. 

 I am actually surprised it is in the lec6onary calendar. I have not ever, nor have I heard any other minister, preach 5

on these scriptures before.



If this second por6on of scripture (vss 7-10) is even remotely related to the 

first (vss 5-6), the common denominator would be ‘faith’.  In our story of the 6

obedient servant, we are taught our rela6onship with God is founded upon ‘faith’ 

and not what is oTen referred to as ‘works righteousness’.  7

Both stories point to the central message of the praise and worship song 

en6tled “‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus” that we focus upon this morning.  The 8

thesis of the song is to have faith, to have trust in that which Jesus teaches. The 

song emphasizes that the strength of our faith comes through listening to God 

through Jesus, establishing a rela6onship with God through Jesus, and being 

inspired by God through Jesus. In short, Jesus’ way is to be trusted. The song 

highlights that it is not our works nor du6es performed that save. Conversely, it is 

also not our sins nor our failures that condemn. The lyrics affirm that neither our 
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good works nor our sins are determinates. Instead, that which jus6fies us is Jesus 

giving us “life and rest, and joy and peace”.  

This was the word of God, and it was preached to the people of God, and 

the people of God responded, “Amen”! 

Lyrics 
'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to take Him at His Word 
Just to rest upon His promise, 
Just to know, "Thus saith the Lord!" 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! 
How I've proved Him o'er and o'er 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 
Oh, for grace to trust Him more! 

I'm so glad I learned to trust Him, 
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend 
And I know that He is with me, 
Will be with me to the end. 

Oh, how sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to trust His cleansing blood 
And in simple faith to plunge me 
'Neath the healing, cleansing flood! 

Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just from sin and self to cease 
Just from Jesus simply taking 
Life and rest, and joy and peace. 
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