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At ﬁrst, I thought this Genesis reading was the craziest scripture for World
Communion Sunday. I mean, Jesus is not even menAoned in the story. I thought
what does Adam and Eve have to do with Holy Communion? But all week, on all
my autumn runs and walks, this morning’s scripture made more and more sense
to me on so many diﬀerent levels.
First and foremost, in order to see this scripture in light of the bread and
the wine on this table, we need to put-on new lenses. Let us see the story of
Adam and Eve not as a story of the creaAon of humans per se, but rather the story
of the creaAon of a rela(onship and the creaAon of the ﬁrst community.

The ﬁrst verse Peter read for us this morning perhaps best captures it: God
said: “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). I know many
introverts might quesAon that asserAon. For example, my son oYen ﬁnds other
people, at best, inconvenient, and, more oYen than not, anxiety producing. Yet,
even introverts crave relaAonship. I ﬁnd introverts desire relaAonship as much as
extroverts. It is just that they value fewer relaAonships that are more deeply
experienced rather than a whole social scene that includes more thinly
experienced relaAonships perhaps numbering in the hundreds.
God’s asserAon that it is not good for the man to be alone is also being
debated on a societal level. Today, the mandaAng of masks and vaccines for
COVID-19 is being hotly debated in the United States. While the word ‘united’ is
one of the words of our naAon’s name (United States of America), we are anything
but united. There is, for good and for bad, an individualist streak in our naAonal
consciousness that almost seems to argue with God by saying, “No, it is good for
the man to be alone!” Many naAonal moeos arAculate this individualisAc ethic.
‘Don’t tread on me’; ‘Live free or die’ are just two. And this individualisAc ethic
has even challenged public health measures as anA-maskers and anA-vaccers
believe the wearing of masks and being vaccinated to be purely personal choices
without consequence for others around them. Even though as members of society

we are not alone, sadly there is an ethic in the United States that understands that
decisions should be made as if we are alone.
AYer God stated that it is not good for the man to be alone, God opened
Adam’s side and removed a rib to create a woman. Again, rather than interpret
this story to be about gender and then enter into contemporary debates about
our rigid adherence to binaries, let us interpret this scripture in terms of
rela(onship. With the creaAon of a second human from the rib, we have the
creaAon of not just of a relaAonship but we have a relaAonship that is founded on
interdependence. The two beings are to be companions; they are to be partners,
each depending on the other.
I believe our scripture speaks to our naAon during this crucial Ame when
vaccine booster shots are being introduced. When it comes to issues of public
health, the Hebrew and the ChrisAan scriptures can speak to society with a
genuine and unique theological lens that aﬃrms God’s intenAon that when we
make decisions about ourselves, we ought to take into consideraAon how it aﬀects
other people. God intends for us as humans to be bound together by mutuality.
This is not a poliAcal posiAon. This is a Judeo-ChrisAan and scienAﬁc posiAon.
When God created a second person, God created mutual rela(onship.

Today, we celebrate World Communion Sunday and United NaAons Day.
Most of the news focuses on the vaccinaAon rate in Vermont (70.8%, fully).1 Or,
the news centers on the vaccinaAon rate in the United States (69.3%, fully).2 Yet,
the vaccinaAon rate for the world is only 37.3% (fully).3 In places like South Africa,
where my daughter is, the rate is 18.6%.4 In HaiA, right on our doorstep, the
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vaccinate rate is 0.3%.5 Now, what holds true for USA mutuality also holds true to
internaAonal mutuality as variants of the virus can emerge from any populaAon
where it is able to replicate. Variants, as we all know, can ignite new waves of
infecAons if they are able subvert current vaccines. Sadly, one of the worst things
our country could have ever done during a pandemic is withhold funding from the
World Health OrganizaAon. PosiAvely, our country has donated 200 million
vaccine doses to over 100 countries around the world.6 But, much more needs to
be done in this respect to make sure that poorer countries are also vaccinated.
Perhaps the clearest arAculaAon that God intends for us to be in community
is the incredible statement ueered by Adam: “This is now bone of my bone and
ﬂesh of my ﬂesh” (Genesis 2:23). What a statement of interdependence,
mutuality, and community! “Bone of my bone and ﬂesh of my ﬂesh.” This
statement is not one that advocates rugged individualism nor an ethic that says ‘x,
y, and z is my choice any my choice alone even though my choice can negaAvely or
posiAvely aﬀect you’. The Genesis story communicates to us that though Adam
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and Eve may have been two separate individuals, the two became “one
ﬂesh” (Genesis 2:24) because they were in relaAonship, the ﬁrst community.
Now, let us look at this [Communion} table. Twelve sat around it with Jesus.
It was a beloved community. And look at us who sit around this table. It also is a
beloved community. And let us celebrate those with us gathered on-line at home.
You too are with us in this beloved community. And as we observe World
Communion Sunday, let us acknowledge that as people of faith we are one with all
ChrisAans, no maeer from what country they come. And since we are children of
God, we are siblings to all of humanity throughout the globe. And since we are
created by God like all the earth and all other creatures, we are together included
in God’s salviﬁc plan.
In Genesis, Adam and Eve became ‘one ﬂesh’ – “bone of my bone and ﬂesh
of my ﬂesh”. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed that all those who follow
him might “be one” (John 17:21). And we at this table aﬃrm that with this bread
and with this wine, we become with Jesus - “bone of my bone and ﬂesh of my
ﬂesh” – when he says to us “This is my body, which is for you…” (Maehew 26:26,
Mark 14:22, I Corinthians 11:23). Indeed in this service, we conﬁrm that the enAre
Judeo-ChrisAan tradiAon, from the Genesis to the gospels, proclaims that ‘God
created us for community’.

This was the Word of God. And it was delivered to the People of God. And
the People of God responded, “Amen!”

