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“Transi*oning from Darkness to Light”
We are in a (me of mul(ple transi(ons. The ﬁrst transi(on occurred
three days ago, on December 21 at 10:03am. Who knows what happened? […]
The winter sols(ce. That’s correct. At this (me, one of the Earth’s poles has its
maximum (lt away from the sun. For our hemisphere, the winter sols(ce is the
day with the shortest period of daylight and the longest night of the year.
Therefore, we are now literally transi(oning from darkness to light.
The second transi(on we are in is biomedical. Currently, we are enduring
over 3,000 deaths per day due to COVID. We are having more people die of this
virus than died in 9/11, every day! Fortunately, more than one vaccine has
been manufactured, FDA approved, distributed, and administered to millions
of people. Though we are s(ll in uTer darkness in terms of illness and poverty,
a shaU of light created by scien(sts will likely save us from a disaster
exacerbated by poli(cians. We are transi(oning from darkness to light.
A third transi(on will soon come. On New Years’ Day we will move from
2020 to 2021. No doubt, January will bring a momentous turning of the
calendar year. The New Year will bring in a new era. Just as in 2009, a new
administra(on will inherit a na(onal disaster exacerbated by the previous

administra(on and another long gradual recovery will be expected. No doubt
for most of the country, 2020 will go down as the worst year in living memory:
poli(cally, educa(onally, medically, and economically. I pray, we all pray, we are
transi(oning from darkness to light.
A fourth and ﬁnal transi(on is happening tonight and tomorrow. It is
recurring transi(on, one that we observe every year. But this year, at least for
me, has profound signiﬁcance because many of us are in the midst of darkness.
Tonight and this coming morning, Chris(ans around the world will experience a
re-birth by celebra(ng the actual birth of “the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith” (Hebrews 12:2), Jesus the Christ. During the sacred birth, the bright star
of Bethlehem pierced through the dark midnight sky just as only three days ago
Saturn and Jupiter appeared to merge as they came the closest to one another
than they have ever been in four hundred years. In a womb, there is no light. It
is complete darkness. Yet just as an infant child bursts into light, so we tonight
and this morning will spiritually transi(on from darkness to light. Friends in
Christ, by celebra(ng Jesus’ birth, we recognise, as the writer of John’s gospel
does, that “The true light that gives light to every person [came] into the
world” (John 1:9).
So, what will these transi(ons from darkness to light during the sols(ce,
being vaccinated, and celebra(ng Christmas and the New Year mean for us?
May I propose that while we are transi(oning from darkness to light, we simply

ask ourselves, ‘who is missing?’ In our na(on, oUen missing from the light are
those without access to aﬀordable health care. In our na(on, s(ll missing from
the light is the LBGTIQ community. In our na(on, s(ll missing from the light are
the BIPOC communi(es (Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour). Missing
from the light are the poor who are unable to earn a living wage and are being,
or soon will be, evicted.
At Centre Church we have what is called ‘The Samaritan Fund’. The
Samaritan Fund demonstrates to every person who comes to our church door
that they are welcome to transi(on into the light. Today with the Samaritan
Fund, I bought socks at Sam’s and a turkey at the Co-op for a beau(ful woman
that is having ﬁnancial diﬃcul(es. Yesterday with the Samaritan Fund, I was
able to give a social worker $65 to help buy diapers in bulk for her single
mother client. Last month, I purchased a hotel room at the Motel 6 on a rainy
Friday night for a couple and a child who could not be admiTed at the shelter
that night. What is donated this evening is budgeted each month throughout
the year so that if someone comes to our church door desperate for
something, he or she is not refused and turned back into the darkness. Instead,
they are invited to transi(on into the light.
Friends, as we transi(on from the darkness to the light tonight by
celebra(ng our Savior’s birth, let us ask ourselves, “Who is missing?”. I pray we

will strive to someday aﬃrm, “No one is missing. We are all transi(oning into
the light”.
This is the word of God, and it was delivered to the people of God, and
the people of God responded, “Amen”.

