BRIDGE MINISTER’S COLUMN: Rev. David Stinson
I came in March and have been with you bridging the gap between the Rev. Bert Marshall and
your new settled minister. We will vote to call the Rev. Dr. Scott E. Couper on July 1st. I have
enjoyed every moment of my brief time with you. I had two very marvelous classes on my Tuesdays with you, first studying Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and then Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. It’s been great working with Mary Milkey-May and her choirs. Perhaps you don’t know
how fortunate you are to have a musician and churchwoman of her talent. Tina Harris and I arrived the same week in the office. We both had to learn the ways of Centre Church almost from
scratch. I thank her for being the first face people see when they come to Centre. She approaches
her work as Administrative Assistant of the church with care and enthusiasm!
My last Sunday with you as Bridge will be July 15th. I will be working these next few weeks
to make sure the turnover with Dr. Couper goes well and that he is set up for a strong start as the
next minister. I will have nothing but good things to say about all of you to him.
Toward the end of Philippians is Paul’s encouraging exhortation to the church while absent from
them:
Finally, brothers [and sisters] , whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy–
think on these things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—
put it into to practice and the God of peace will be with you. (4:8-9)
That word whatever is used seven times in those few sentences. I have a young millennial friend
who loves the word whatever. When I ask him about something he almost always says whatever. He doesn’t mean to be vague, it’s just his catchall word for all the things he hopes and feels.
And so as I prepare to take my leave from you, thinking about all those whatever's, I’ll leave you
with the St. Paul’s seven whatever's.

You are on the brink of a period of exciting
growth and ministry in this town under the ministry of Dr. Couper. I’ll be praying for you and
him, in full confidence that ‘the God of peace will
be with you.’
~David Stinson.

The Search Committee is pleased to announce the candidacy call for our settled pastor position to the Reverend Dr. Scott Couper, AKA “Scott.” Scott felt a call from God and the Centre
Church to serve in Brattleboro and our committee felt the same way.
Scott grew-up in a military family travelling all over the USA, and thus moved every two-and
-a-half years of his young life. He studied International Relations (School for International
Service at the American University, Washington, D.C.) and travelled abroad to Chile, Nigeria
and Zimbabwe (the latter two through Brattleboro’s own School for International Training,
SIT). While in university during the summers, Scott served as a local church pastor and chaplain in Pennsylvania. After earning a Bachelor’s Degree, Scott became a missionary in the
Kingdom of Lesotho monitoring human rights abuses. After returning to the USA, he married
Susan Valiquette (also an ordained UCC minister) and then studied theology at the University of Chicago Divinity School and Chicago Theological Seminary. After earning a Master’s
Degree and becoming ordained in the UCC, Scott became a missionary, living with his wife
and children (Micah and Madeline) in the Republic of South Africa. For eighteen years Scott
served many local Congregational churches there, initiated and fostered HIV and AIDS ministries and curated a local history museum and archive for an historic Congregational school.
While in South Africa, Scott earned a PhD in History and published a biography of the only
Congregationalist to win the Nobel Peace Prize, Albert Luthuli. Scott’s ministry also involved
teaching political science, theology and history at two universities (one being SIT!) and at a
Methodist seminary. Though an academic, Scott’s desire is to be intimately accountable to a
local faith community.
Scott’s connection to Brattleboro reaches beyond
his being a student of and lecturer for SIT. His
great-great-great-great-grandfather was once
sheriff of Brattleboro! For most of his life, Scott
says he has felt in exile from and is eager to reside in his ‘ancestral’ New England (as most of
his family is from Maine and Massachusetts).
Both Scott and the Search Committee feel we
were led by the Holy Spirit to be partners in
Christ’s ministry. Scott’s ministerial passions are
pastoral care, preaching, and community activism. Scott and Centre Church both share a love of
history, a love for justice and a love for missional
outreach – no doubt, a “match made in heaven”!

I crave the opportunity to partner with
Centre Church that stands in radical solidarity with those who are most marginalised, be they on its doorstep or on another
continent, and thus foster the Realm of
God on Earth as it is in heaven. I found
Centre Church to be a ‘target rich environment’ whereby I feel like a mosquito in a
nudist camp – I simply don’t know where
to turn! – the past accomplishments, the
present ministry opportunities and the future potential harvest are all so plentiful!
Also I enjoy New England Clam ‘Chowda’,
maple syrup, and running where my radiator will not have to work so hard!
Scott, Madeline, Micah

Search Committee feels Scott has high energy and experience. He has a focus on mission and
will work to see the needs of the community and the strengths within the church to address
those needs. He's a good listener, has a desire to get to know the congregation, and is easy to
talk with. He’s faith-filled, and always sees projects through to completion. He thoroughly
enjoys teaching and is able to bridge his academics with sermons. Visiting, whether in
homes, hospitals, or elder care institutions is very high on his list of priorities. The Search
Committee feels as Scott said earlier in this letter that Centre Church and Scott are an excellent
match.
Please join Centre Church in welcoming Scott on Saturday, June 30, for a meet and greet social, from 2-4:00 P.M. in the parlor. The next day, Sunday, Scott will preach and lead the service. This will be followed by a congregational meeting to vote to give him the call as our
next settled pastor.
In Faith,
Your Search Committee
Jennifer Ambler Jim Bedard Roger Brown Anne Fecto
Tony Grobe Kate Maisner Judy Palmer Priscilla Svec

From Council Chair, BILL MCCARTY

Faith Formation

What an exiting time for Centre Church !
Faith Formation just wrapped up a great year
We have experienced a solid Interim Minister with Bert Marshall for the past 3 years ; A with the church's children, finishing with a puppet show, song from the children's choir, and
gifted personality and speaker with our
thank you cards and gifts on June 17th, ChilBridge Minister, David Stnson; and now the
dren's Sunday. We wanted to say a big THANK
opportunity of a Settled Minister with Scott
YOU again to everyone who helped out this
Couper. We have experienced much and
year, with Faith In Action, the Children's Time
Council is looking forward to an exciting and
dynamic year ahead. Centre Church has been messages, or all the behind the scenes work that
fortunate with the strong and effective leader- goes into offering programing for the young people in the church. For the rest of the summer we
ship that Council and Centre Church has rewill be offering nursery care for the 5 years old
ceived from Margo Neale who assumed the
and under crowd, but the programming for the
Council Chair and has lead us for the past
older children is out on summer vacation until
year. We all owe Margo our deepest gratischool starts back up in September. See you
tude. She has done Centre Church well.
then!
Thank her for her past and ongoing work.
She is continuing as Vice Chair!! Centre
Church is governed and directed by various
Boards and Committees. It is your Church.
Whether you are a Member or a Friend, all are BOARD of DEACONS
welcome to participate in our Church life.
There are openings to join in all areas of Centre
The Deacons of the Month
Church life.
Everyone is welcome, and if interested ( or June- Carlene McCarty and Bill McCarty
you have a question) please ask any member July- Carlene McCarty and April Harkness
August - Heidi Mario
of Council, a Board or Committee member.
You will be welcomed. All views and interests September- Wendy Randall
are welcome. Become an active participant in October- Joy Everett
November- Carlene McCarty and April HarkCentre Church life! Council is eagerly anticipating the arrival of our new Settled Minister, ness
December- All the Deacons for the month of
Scott Couper, after more than three years of
December.
interim guidance. A new era will be beginning
in our long history, since 1841. Much has hap- Communion for July will be served.
Communion for August, September and October
pened over the past 200+ years, and we are
will be by Intinction.
looking forward to a significant and positive
future.
Carlene McCarty
Join Council in welcoming
our new Minister.
Bill McCarty

Inga Plisz Paluch, from Carry Me Home
will be traveling to Greece mid July to help the refugees.
She is paying with her own money for her flight as well as the stay in Greece, however she is asking for your support in collecting money to be able to help refugees when she is already in Greece. All the profits will go directly to
buy aid necessary for the refugees. If there is any money left, the money will be used for shipping Winter clothing
for the refugees.
Money can be deposited to the Paypal account at
CarryMeHomeCampaign@gmail.com or by check made to
Carry Me Home and sent to
46 Meadowview Rd
West Chesterfield, NH 03466
Thank you very much, Regards, Inga Plisz Paluch

From Music Director,

MARY MILKEY-MAY
In June, the children’s choir sang two more
times, winding down the season on Children’s
Sunday, June 17th. This group, beginning in
mid February, sang seven times between February and June including Easter Sunday. I am
so proud of their enthusiasm, eagerness to
learn and their dedication. I’m hoping we
might have a few more “regulars” when we
begin again in the fall.
June’s special music also included Telemann
flute sonatas for two flutes and continuo. Alison Hale once again graced us with her talents
along with her friend/colleague, Judy Tabit.
What a treat! Also during June, Jenifer Ambler
and Haley Marcil shared their singing talents
with us. We are very appreciative of their willingness to take part in summer music. Each
chose a special piece for the particular Sunday
and both were beautifully done!
There are still some slots to fill for the Sunday
anthem during July and August. Please see me
if you are willing to pitch in!
We would love to have some instrumentalists in addition to vocalists!

BOARD FOR MISSION & SERVICE

The Second Sunday Offering for July is PINS
(Partners In Service) which directly assists the
local DCF office with supplies to care for foster children. Often (and sadly) children are
picked up on an emergency basis with barely
even the clothes on their backs; sometimes a
baby will be picked up on only a diaper! Funding from us and other private
sources helps mostly to provide safe car seats,
plus diapers, blankets, snacks and toys for
children waiting in the DCF office while their
cases are processed. We hear about the increasing opioid epidemic; this is one small
way we can help the innocent children stuck
in unfortunate situations.

SUMMER UNION SERVICES
at our BRATTLEBORO AREA CHURCHES
July 30 - Dummerston Congregational Church
August 27 - Centre Congregational Church
A reminder to all that worship for all four congregations on those Sundays takes place at the host church!
More details to come as they are made available.

BROWN BAG LUNCH GROUP
Now the weekly Bible Study has concluded, the Brown
Bag Group would normally be meeting. However, the
first Wednesday of the month falls on a holiday, July 4,
so we will skip this month and see how August works
out. We're not giving up - - just
delaying a bit. If you have suggestions, call
Joann MacLean
603-363-8348.

CHURCH LIFE

Buildings and Grounds

Everyone is invited to the

MOMENT for PEACE Friday, July 6th 
5:30-6:00PM
Centre Church Parlor
Join mindfulness meditation teacher Cheryl Wilfong for a
contemplation on verses from the Dhammapada, the path of
Dharma--a very readable collection of the Buddha's sayings.
Cheryl Wilfong
314 Partridge Road
Putney VT 05346
802.380.8025
My new book Garden Wisdom 365 Days
www.meditativegardener.com
www.facebook.com/pages/The-MeditativeGardener/138374173187?ref=ts

Sister Parish News
We received a thank you from Global Ministries
that our Luz del Mundo scholarship contribution
of $852 (from the Latin dinner Dance and other
contributions) has been delivered. This will cover
the second half of the school year for our students
(the school year there runs from January to November). Thank you to everyone who gave and
helped!
Has anyone been curious about seeing El Salvador
and meeting our Luz del Mundo Scholarship students? The Sister Parish program will be hosting a
Sister Parish Encuentro from November 6 - 10,
2018 in the beautiful town of La Palma, a beautiful
artisan mecca in the foothills of the mountains. Registration is $400 per person and flights
are currently running $700-$750 from Hartford. Talk to Jenifer Ambler if you think you
might be interested!

Hurray! Hurrah! Let our Centre Bell steeple
ring. Thanks to many members, (eighteen so
far), contributions for the steeple fund are
happening. We are currently one quarter of
the way there. To date, eighteen members
have contributed $5400, and a matching challenge grant brought that figure up to $10,400.
The next step is to continue to replenish the
funds we are borrowing from our endowment. Hopefully another church member will
offer a matching challenge contribution. If
you feel so inclined to be that individual or
family, please let Tina Harris, our Administrative Secretary, know and you can be guided through the easy steps to do this. Let’s face
it, it is something we voted to do, and it will
be a lot easier than baking tons of cupcakes or
dishing out platefuls of spaghetti for the next
few years.

WOMEN’S SPIRIT . . .

The group, which meets each Thursday at 4:30 in the
library, continues the intriguing reading and study of
Reza Aslan's GOD, A HUMAN HISTORY.
Everyone is welcome to join the group at any time.

BRATTLEBORO CENTRE FOR CHILDREN
Brattleboro Centre for Children would like to extend a big thank you to all the church members
and families who contributed to the bake sale at the Strolling of the Heifers parade again this
year. We earned nearly $500 and that goes a long way to help the children, teachers , and families at BCC. Thank you also to Mission and Service for including us in the Second Sunday offering. June was our month, and we have yet to see the totals, but are hopeful for a significant help
there as well. (I'm sure if you "missed" making a Second Sunday donation, it's not too late, if you
put Centre for Children in the subject line!) Thank you so very much!
We are looking forward to summer, and water play on the lawn again. It's a favorite time of year
for the children, being able to cool off on those hot sunny summer days. We also want you to
know what we are working on in all our classes right now. In the preschool they are exploring
the study of ponds. In the toddler room they have built a campsite right inside the classroom.
The mobile infants (upstairs) are looking into farms and farm animals. And the infants are working on moving: beginning to crawl, cruise, and yes, even to walk.
Please know that visitors (and volunteers) are welcome. If you'd like to schedule a visit, or find a
time to spend in a classroom, please let Nan know.
Brattleboro Centre for Children would like to extend a big thank you to all the church members
and families who contributed to the bake sale at the Strolling of the Heifers parade again this
year. We earned nearly $500 and that goes a long way to help the children, teachers , and families at BCC. Thank you also to Mission and Service for including us in the Second Sunday offering. June was our month, and we have yet to see the totals, but are hopeful for a significant help
there as well. (I'm sure if you "missed" making a Second Sunday donation, it's not too late, if you
put Centre for Children in the subject line!) Thank you so very much!
We are looking forward to summer, and water play on the lawn again. It's a favorite time of year
for the children, being able to cool off on those hot sunny summer days. We also want you to
know what we are working on in all our classes right now. In the preschool they are exploring
the study of ponds. In the toddler room they have built a campsite right inside the classroom.
The mobile infants (upstairs) are looking into farms and farm animals. And the infants are working on moving: beginning to crawl, cruise, and yes, even to walk.
Please know that visitors (and volunteers)
are welcome.
If you'd like to schedule a visit, or find a time to
spend in a classroom, please let Nan know.

What’s happening at Loaves & Fishes?

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His love endures forever. Psalm 136:1
On Tuesday, June 5th, as the noon meal was ending, representatives from
the General & Emergency Assistance Program of the Vermont Agency of Human Services, Program Director Geoffrey Pippenger; and Program Assistant Administrator Ashley Lowe; facilitated a discussion with about a dozen attendees from the Loaves & Fishes community. The purpose of this GA Roundtable was for the State representatives to get feedback and input from
those in need of State assistance with a view toward how these programs might be restructured.
While I was engaged in cleaning up the kitchen area for much of the meeting and not privy to
the conversation, I was amazed at the energy and enthusiasm expressed. At one point, one participant’s words were met with resounding applause by the other attendees.
A written report was submitted by one participant; a pertinent excerpt is re-printed here:
I would like to know how much money was spent on so called general assistance - the temporary allocation of living space - how much was allotted to housing needy folk in this Town of
Brattleboro, and nearby Vermont recently? ...
I would like to compare that cost for that number of clientele with what I believe we could provide locally, without a motel bill. I am certain we have space available, and people willing to
work in earnest to provide such services, for less than what the State of Vermont now pays to
motels.
~ Joe Dever, cf: http://tomorrowsbuilders.org/
As I was preparing to write this column, I sought out another attendee to see if he would give
me a quote. He declined due to time constraints. But a person at the table overheard our discussion and said she would write something, even though she was not a party to the Roundtable.
Here it is: Those of us who are fed & encouraged by the presence of “Loaves & Fishes” wish to
express our gratitude to all they have been to many of us over the years. The work they do has
been such a boost to so many of us!
~ Sylvia Flakes

We have some very exciting news! The Hannaford Supermarket located in Brattleboro, VT
has chosen LOAVES AND FISHES as a beneficiary of the Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program! This means for the entire month of JULY every time the Fight Hunger bag is purchased at
the BRATTLEBORO VT Hannaford, we receive $1!This is truly a great opportunity for us and an
easy way for you to show your support for LOAVES AND FISHES! Please go to the store, find
the reusable bag rack and buy a few bags!And remember to spread the word – the more bags
purchased, the bigger donation to LOAVES AND FISHES.
For more information about the Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program,
visit hannaford.bags4mycause.com

Fathers Day Picnic

Member Care

Father’s Day turned out sunny, and not
as hot as predicted. It was a perfect day for the
All Church Picnic at the Kiwanis shelter in Living Memorial Park. Even though Member Care
started planning for this in April, we found out
someone else had beat us to our ALWAYS second Sunday in June.
The set up crew Anne Doesburg, Cynthia
MacMillin , Carolyn Smith and others, arrived
at 10:30 (had to miss church) to get the tablecloths on, and make the other preparations. Darrel Daley, Steve Fecto and James
Cera were the Dads at the grill, cooking up
hot dogs and hamburgers. Picnickers brought
delicious salads and yummy desserts. There
was watermelon, too, from Carolyn Smith.

The season of” Coffee Hour” is over and Member Care starts the hot months of July and August with cold drinks. This used to be called
“Lemonade-on-the-Lawn “,which had a nice alliterate sound to it…….but it is not easy to set
up. Lugging tables and pitchers of lemonade
out into the hot sun is more work that it is
Jackson Grobe was our official counter and
worth. Besides, said one member the children
came up with the number 40 in attendance.
have their lemonade stand! Therefore we will
.
gather in the parlor and have cold drinks and
David Stinson asked how many years back
light snacks. That is until the last Sunday in July
had this event had been going on?. Marion Daor August when it is Centre Church’s turn to
ley said it was before she joined in 1989. We
have all the Congregationalists and others at
will have to check that out with Jack Bixby and
CCC. Just because we don’t want to be out done
AllenVander Muelen, both former pastors at
by the others….we’ll load up the serving table
Centre Church.
with delicious, delectable, goodies. You might
be asked to help! It is appropriate to thank all
those who hosted our social time after church.
There were many who did,---- and some served
more than once. The Church Mouse complained
that folks are so neat in cleaning up, that nary a
crumb was left over for his munching. What we
accomplished this past year was written in the
annual report. We are always on the search for
folks to do some visiting or provide rides.
Marion Daley

Centre Church
welcomed two new
members in June:
Jill Shriver
&
Olivia Brisson

PEOPLE
A word of good cheer would be warmly received
by members and friends of our church who are in
nursing homes, assisted living centers, or are
housebound as of June 27.
Don Webster
50 Highlawn Rd, Brat,
257-1434
Fran Burrows
Holton Home,
158 Western Ave, Brat,
254-4934
Jeanne Rueter
Thompson House,
80 Maple St., Brat,
254-4977
Nancy Clarke
Holton Home
Wanda Godfrey
Vernon Hall 13 Greenway Dr., Vernon,
254-2444
Phyllis Hickok
1520 Little Blue Stem Ct.,
Ames IA 50014
515-337-1956
Jane Reed
461 Grafton Rd., #201, Townshend VT
802-221-4213
Karen Getty Peter
The Cottage Hosptial,
PO Box 2001, Swiftwater Rd.,
Woodsville, NH 03785
603-747-9000
Dot Atomanuk
665 U. Dummerston Rd., Brat,
254-4365
Darrel Daley, surgery expected in July at
Dartmouth Hitchcock Hosp.
Donald Ambler, Jenifer's Father, at home in Maine.

Please let Tina know if we’ve missed someone.
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ANNIVERSARIES

July Lectionary Texts:

11 Jack & Mary Ellen Bixby
30 Bill & Carlene McCarty

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Psalm 130 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 Mark 5:21-43., Psalm 18:1
-6, 43-50 1 Samuel 23:14-18 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50 1 Samuel 31:1-13 2 Corinthians 9:1-5 Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50 1 Chronicles 10:1-14 Mark
9:14-29 Psalm 48 2 Samuel 2:1-11 1 Corinthians 4:8-13 Psalm 48 2 Samuel 3:112 2 Corinthians 10:7-11 Psalm 48 2 Samuel 3:31-38 Matthew 8:18-22 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 Psalm 48 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13, Psalm 21 2 Samuel
5:1-10 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 Tues., Psalm 21 2 Samuel 5:11-16 James 5:7-12
Psalm 21 2 Samuel 5:17-25 John 7:1-9 ;Psalm 24 Exodus 25:10-22 Colossians
2:1-5; Psalm 24 Exodus 37:1-16 Colossians 4:2-18; Psalm 24 Numbers 10:11-36
Luke 1:57-80 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Psalm 24 Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29
Psalm 68:24-35 2 Samuel 6:6-12a Acts 21:27-39; Psalm 68:24-35 2 Samuel 3:1216 Acts 23:12-35; Psalm 68:24-35 2 Samuel 6:16-23 Luke 7:31-35 ; Psalm 89:2037 1 Chronicles 11:15-19 Colossians 1:15-23; Psalm 89:20-37 1 Chronicles 14:1
-2 Acts 17:16-31 ; Psalm 89:20-37 1 Chronicles 15:1-2, 16:4-13 Luke 18:35-43 ; 2
Samuel 7:1-14a Psalm 89:20-37 Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 Psalm
61 2 Samuel 7:18-29 Hebrews 13:17-25; Psalm 61 2 Samuel 8:1-18 Acts 20:1738; Psalm 61 2 Samuel 9:1-13 Luke 15:1-7; Psalm 14 2 Samuel 10:1-5 Colossians 1:9-14; Psalm 14 2 Samuel 10:6-12 Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 14 2 Samuel 10:13-19 John 4:31-38; 2 Samuel 11:1-15 Psalm 14 Ephesians 3:14-21 John
6:1-21 Psalm 37:12-22 2 Samuel 11:14-21 Philippians 4:10-20 Psalm 37:12-22 2
Samuel 11:22-27 Romans 15:22-33

BIRTHDAYS
3
5
7
9
13
14
16
19
24
26
27
29

Anne Fecto
Darlene LaPlante
Dwight Henry
Jeffrey Meyer
Florence Storey
Jane Reed
Dennis Newman
Dee Keller
Susan Gray
Bob Pu
Sheila Pinkney
Allen Myrick
Seth Marcil
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